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In Search of an Audible Literature:

Taiwan Radio Novel and Its Literary Contexts in the 1950s and
1960s

Chang Yu-Ju
Ph.D. Candidate

Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature

National Chengchi University

Abstract

Adapting literary works into non-literal forms has been regarded as a recent de-
velopment. In fact, however, Taiwan literature already extended its artistic boundary to
radio sounds early in the 1950s. Unfortunately, the auditory aspect of literature has long
been overlooked due to the lack of recording archives and the misassumptions of typical
literary history. Despite the ephemeralness of sounds, this paper builds a brief devel-
opmental history of the leading radio programs of literature— Hsiao Shuo Hsuan Po
(radio broadcast of selected novels), from scattered and fragmentary documents. Based
on the overview of the programs, this paper uncovers the literary and cultural contexts
around the radio novel by examining the interactions among broadcasting, reading, and
publishing of literary works. Not turning a deaf ear to the interrelationship between lit-
erature and radio, this paper infers that non-governmental literary aesthetics and market
law play influential roles in the shaping of literature during the 1950s and 1960s Tai-
wan. In summary, this paper shifts focus to the overwhelming radio sounds and audito-
ry culture, provides more background information on this rising field, and re-evaluates

some common statements from current versions of Taiwan literary history.
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